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Football fan cultures have developed in tandem with the massification and organization of football,
responding to various ideas, aesthetics, and attitudes that are shaped by the particularities of historical,
social, or cultural contexts. As one of the largest continuing global social movements, football fandom
blends individual and collective performances, thereby shaping identities and fostering a sense of
belonging, while simultaneously assuming an omnipresent role within modern societies as a whole, but
particularly in the urban and public/semi-public spaces.

Since the 1980s, a series of critical incidents prompted governments and, subsequently, researchers to
scrutinize the practices of football fans. This scrutiny has led to a body of literature that has
systematized its perspectives into four key areas of focus:

An analysis of fan cultures as organized collectives, encompassing an exploration of the associated
violence;
A study of cultural expressions originating from fans and the social construction of taxonomies that
categorize these fan subcultures;
Research observing the relationships between fans, commodification of sports, globalization, and
consumption within the framework of the capitalist and/or neo-liberal economic model;
An examination of the connections between football fan cultures and several socio-political
categories, with particular emphasis on nationalism and masculinity.

This conference arises from the desire to promote a dynamic, interdisciplinary, and revitalized
discussion on football fandom and supporter culture. The objective is not merely to share case studies
deepening our understanding of these social practices already outlined into the advocated four key
areas of focus, but also to reflect on the intricate ways in which they interact with various aspects of the
current world. Shifting our initial analytical focus to fans’ commitment and involvement with their clubs
can offer a fresh perspective on what we can perceive as the constitutive processes of contemporary
communities. With this in mind, we propose prioritizing three thematic lines for this conference:

Football Fans, Political Institutions, and Social Organizations: the study of how supporters relate to
and interact with clubs as political and social institutions, with special attention to symbolic disputes
and negotiated power dynamics. This may include likewise the inquiry of the associations between
supporters, football governance and leaderships (and their styles, modes of legitimation, etc.), but
also the modes of participation, resistance, activism, and community building as response to on-
going disputes;
Virtues, Beliefs, Values, and Supporters’ Lifeworld: the analysis of the connections and networks
that tie football fans/supporter cultures to specific political, social, and/or religious virtues, beliefs, or
values. Moreover, this might comprise the exploration of the links concerning fandom, history and
collective memory. Thus, for example, the stories football fans like to tell about themselves as
devotees of a certain club or even the narratives of social recognition that are built by diverse
supporter groups within each club can help us expand our understanding of the previously
mentioned connections.
Classifications, Categorizations, and Representations of Football Fandom: the research into how
different institutions and organizations (such as the state, businesses, or media, and some of which
are yet to be mapped), along with their knowledge production, institutional practices, and cultivated
discourses have influenced or been involved in classifying, defining, and even transforming football
fan cultures and landscapes throughout history. This could additionally embrace studies that aim to
establish connections between the proposed thematic line and topics such like gender relations, as
well as venues and atmospheres.
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Call for papers
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We believe that encouraging contributions from diverse research fields allows for a comprehensive
understanding of this multifaceted phenomenon. This approach extends beyond fringe experiences,
such as hooliganism, to embrace everyday fan practices, supporters’ performances, and their
subjectivities in historical perspective. Therefore, we invite interested applicants to submit their
proposals contemplating at least one of the aforementioned thematic lines.

We also anticipate that this conference will provide an opportunity to bring together scholars, junior
researchers, and sports history enthusiasts, creating a vibrant platform for learning, knowledge sharing,
and collaboration.

Please submit a Word document with a title and a 500-word abstract (maximum), along with a brief
biographical note. The call for submissions will be open from 28 December 2023 to 28 March 2024.
Accepted papers should then aim for a 20-minute presentation. Notification of accepted submissions
(and other relevant information) will be announced by the end of May 2024. The final conference
program is expected to be fully disclosed in June 2024. The publication of a special issue in a peer-
reviewed journal is also planned after the conference.

The event is scheduled to span two days, specifically on 5 and 6 September 2024, in Lisbon, Portugal.
Our conference will embrace a hybrid format, offering sessions both in-person and online; nevertheless,
emphasizing our event’s collaborative spirit, we strongly encourage your on-site participation. The
working language will be English. To submit abstracts and for any questions, please send an e-mail to:
footballfandom.conference2024@gmail.com.
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